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DRAMA: EDEN by Gabriella Pinto

Eden by Gabriella Pinto is a powerful South African drama that blends psychological tension with political allegory. It was first performed at the Grahamstown National Arts Festival in 2012 by The Poor Artists Collective.
About the play:
· Author: Gabriella Pinto 
· Genre: Psychological thriller 
· Setting: An oppressive, apple-farming state with themes of secrecy and constant surveillance. 
· Plot: A street sweeper is kidnapped and forced into labor, attempting to find a way to escape but struggling against the authorities and the conflicting information from other prisoners. 
· Themes: Power, secrecy, survival, temptation, and loss of innocence, connected to the Garden of Eden myth and the biblical story of Adam and Eve. 
· Symbolism: Apples symbolize temptation and the forbidden fruit, representing choices and their consequences. 


🎭 Overview of Eden
· Setting: A surreal, authoritarian world—specifically, an apple farm where a street sweeper is imprisoned.
· Plot: The protagonist is forced to polish apples under threat of violence, including having his teeth pulled out.
· Themes:
· Power and Surveillance: The play explores how individuals are watched, silenced, and manipulated.
· Symbolism of Eden: The title evokes the biblical Garden of Eden, but here it’s twisted—apples symbolize temptation, control, and the loss of innocence.
· Identity and Resistance: Characters are often nameless, emphasizing dehumanization and the struggle to reclaim agency.
🧠 Educational Potential
This drama is rich for classroom use, especially in exploring:
· Allegory and symbolism
· Post-apartheid anxieties and authoritarian critique
· Psychological realism and dystopian settings

· Eden is a play by Gabriella Pinto. A psychological thriller set in a world of rumours, nameless individuals, watchful eyes and eavesdropping ears. Imprisoned by authorities on an apple farm, a street sweeper attempts to learn the truth in order to escape but struggles against the nature of power, secrecy and survival in a draconian state.Ethical reflection on obedience, truth, and survival. SOURCE: https://esat.sun.ac.za/index.php/Eden

🎭 Eden by Gabriella Pinto – Thematic Exploration Worksheet
🧠 Section A: Comprehension & Context
1. Setting Analysis Describe the setting of Eden. How does the apple farm function as more than just a physical location?
2. Character Insight Who is the protagonist, and how is he treated throughout the play? What does this reveal about the power dynamics at play?
3. Plot Summary Summarize the central conflict in Eden. What are the protagonist’s choices, and what consequences do they face?
🔍 Section B: Thematic Deep Dive
1. Power & Surveillance
· How is control exerted over the protagonist?
· What techniques does Pinto use to show the psychological impact of surveillance?
2. Symbolism of the Apple
· What do the apples represent in the play?
· How does this symbolism connect to the biblical Garden of Eden?
3. Dehumanization
· Identify moments where the protagonist is stripped of their identity.
· How does this reflect broader societal or political issues?
🎨 Section C: Dramatic Techniques
1. Surrealism & Imagery
· How does Pinto use surreal elements to heighten tension?
· Choose one image or moment that felt especially powerful—why did it stand out?
2. Dialogue & Monologue
· How does the language reflect the protagonist’s inner turmoil?
· Are there moments of silence or repetition? What effect do they have?
💬 Section D: Personal Reflection & Ethics
1. Modern Parallels
· Can you think of real-world situations where individuals are controlled or surveilled in similar ways?
· What ethical questions does Eden raise about freedom, identity, and resistance?
2. Creative Response
· Imagine you are the protagonist. Write a short monologue expressing your thoughts after being forced to polish apples under threat.
🧩 Extension Task (Optional)
· Design a poster or visual representation of Eden that captures its central themes. Include symbolic elements and a short tagline.







📝 Eden by Gabriella Pinto – Worksheet Memorandum
🧠 Section A: Comprehension & Context
1. Setting Analysis  Model Answer: The apple farm is a surreal and symbolic setting. It represents a space of control, manipulation, and surveillance. Though it appears idyllic, it is a prison where the protagonist is forced to polish apples under threat, highlighting the illusion of freedom.
2. Character Insight  Model Answer: The protagonist is unnamed and treated as a tool rather than a person. He is imprisoned, threatened with violence, and stripped of identity—referred to by a number. This reflects authoritarian power structures and the loss of autonomy.
3. Plot Summary  Model Answer: The central conflict revolves around the protagonist’s forced labour and psychological torment. He must polish apples or face punishment. The play explores his internal resistance and the moral dilemma of compliance versus defiance.
🔍 Section B: Thematic Deep Dive
1. Power & Surveillance  Model Answer: Control is exerted through constant monitoring, threats, and dehumanization. Pinto uses symbolic imagery and a surreal setting to show how surveillance erodes identity and freedom.
2. Symbolism of the Apple  Model Answer: Apples symbolize temptation, control, and the distortion of innocence. The biblical reference to Eden is subverted—rather than paradise, the farm becomes a site of punishment and manipulation.
3. Dehumanization  Model Answer: The protagonist is referred to by a number, threatened with having his teeth pulled, and denied basic dignity. These moments reflect how authoritarian systems reduce individuals to objects.
🎨 Section C: Dramatic Techniques
1. Surrealism & Imagery  Model Answer: Pinto uses surreal elements like the endless apple polishing and the eerie farm setting to heighten psychological tension. One powerful image is the threat of tooth removal, which evokes fear and loss of control.
2. Dialogue & Monologue  Model Answer: The language is sparse, repetitive, and emotionally charged. Silence and pauses are used to emphasize the protagonist’s isolation and internal struggle. Monologues reveal his desperation and resistance.
💬 Section D: Personal Reflection & Ethics
1. Modern Parallels  Model Answer: Real-world parallels include authoritarian regimes, forced labour camps, and surveillance states. The play raises ethical questions about obedience, resistance, and the cost of freedom.
2. Creative Response  Model Answer (sample monologue excerpt): “They think I’m just a number. A cog. But every apple I polish is a reminder—I still exist. I still think. And one day, I will speak louder than their silence.”

🌀 What Does “Surreal” Mean in Drama?
· Definition: Surrealism in drama uses bizarre, illogical, or exaggerated elements to reflect deeper psychological or emotional truths.
· Purpose: It disrupts realism to evoke strong feelings, challenge perceptions, or symbolize abstract ideas like fear, control, or identity.
· In Eden:
· The apple farm is not just a literal place—it’s a surreal space where normal rules don’t apply.
· The protagonist is forced to polish apples endlessly, threatened with violence, and stripped of identity.
· These exaggerated, almost nightmarish conditions reflect the emotional and psychological torment of living under authoritarian control.

🎭 Example from the Play
Imagine a scene where the protagonist is surrounded by spotless apples, yet is still ordered to polish them. That contradiction—doing something pointless under threat—feels surreal. It’s not about logic; it’s about power, fear, and the erosion of meaning.
Extra notes: 
SOURCE: https://www.gauthmath.com/solution/1812678224297029/Section-B-Drama-Eden-by-Gabriella-Pinto-10-marks-1-What-do-you-understand-the-na. 
1. The name "Eden" symbolizes a paradise or utopian ideal, a perfect and harmonious world. However, in the context of Pinto's play, it likely represents a flawed or corrupted version of this ideal, hinting at the potential for loss of innocence and the consequences of choices.
2. Traditionally, Eden represents a state of blissful innocence and harmony before the fall from grace, often associated with the biblical story of Adam and Eve.
3. The apples in the play directly link to the traditional symbolism of the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden. They represent temptation, knowledge, and the consequences of choices that disrupt the initial harmony. The presence of apples serves as a powerful allusion to the original Eden myth, highlighting the themes of transgression and its repercussions.

🎨 Eden Image Colouring & Reflection Activity
Theme: Surveillance, Temptation, and the Loss of Innocence Subject Integration: Creative Arts, English, Life Orientation, Islamic Studies
🖍️ Part 1: Colouring the Image
Use the guide below to colour each element of the image. You may choose your own colours, but be ready to explain your choices.
	Element
	Suggested Colours
	Symbolism Prompt

	Apples
	Red, green, black
	Temptation, purity, corruption

	Worker’s clothing
	Grey, brown
	Uniformity, loss of identity

	Badge with “5”
	Red, black
	Objectification, control

	Fence
	Metallic grey
	Surveillance, restriction

	Table
	Earthy tones
	Burden, routine

	Surveillance camera
	Silver, black
	Cold observation

	Background sky
	Blue-grey, purple
	Fading hope, emotional tension


✏️ Part 2: Reflective Writing
Write a short paragraph (5–8 sentences) responding to this prompt:
“In this Eden, the apples shine—but the soul is shadowed. What colour speaks for silence?”
Encourage learners to explore:
· What emotions they felt while colouring
· How their colour choices reflect the theme
· Connections to real-world issues (e.g. conformity, surveillance, ethical choices)
🧠 Optional Extension Activities
For Literature/English
· Compare this image to a scene from Animal Farm, 1984, or Lord of the Flies.
· Write a monologue from the perspective of the worker.
For Islamic Studies
· Reflect on the concept of fitnah (temptation) and amanah (trust).
· Discuss how ethical choices are shaped by environment and surveillance.
For Life Orientation
· Debate: “Does constant monitoring make people behave better—or worse?”
· Journal entry: “A day in a world where everything is watched.”
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